
Word Power

Pictures alone just don’t do it

Pam Bunka, Fenton High School



Rule #1

A good caption begins with a good 
interview. It is imperative that the 
caption writer interview the 
person/people in the photograph to 
collect vital, interesting information. 
Interviewing will also boost book 
sales, because a student will 
generally purchase a book if he 
knows he is going to be pictured.



Basics

Typically, the first sentence is written 
in present tense and the second 
sentence is written in past. All 
captions must be a minimum of two 
sentences.



Add in Facts, Figures and Feelings

Complete captions include the 5W’s 
and the H and incorporate as much 
detail as possible. For example, if the 
photo is of a student at a dance, the 
caption should explain which dance, 
what song was playing, who the 
student went to the dance with, etc…



Mix It Up

Use a variety of sentence patterns 
(see 10 Ways to Write a Caption)



Refining

Long practices in the field by the cowpath

kept band members busy most of the fall 

quarter. For Cherresa Johnson, Kokomo 

freshman, that meant long hours lugging 

around a heavy baritone.



Another One

Near the end of the 500-freestyle race, 

Fred Wellman gasps for breath. Wellman, 

the only freshman to swim for the Pioneers, 

finished in last place against Principia. 

Kirkwood lost the meet, 102-70



Last One

Summer Job. Sacrificing the chance to sleep late, 

senior Joe Young tackles the school’s front lawn on 

July 27. Students like Young in need of summer 

employment, worked at the school for five weeks of 

the summer to pay a portion of the upcoming year’s 

tuition.



Caption grading
First five words are strong, interesting
Lead states the obvious in an unique way
5 Ws and the H, with emphasis on the why and how
Identifies all people in the picture (up to seven)
Considers before, during and after the action
Uses a variety of adjectives, adverbs
Uses complete sentences
Minimum of two sentences
Uses correct tense (1st sentence-present; 2nd sentence-
past)
Caption is factual; no gag captions



Take it away….

Ask me all of the questions you want.


